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ANGEL OF NAGPUR

Leah Patison, 33, treating an elderly loprosy sufferer in Nagour, assisted by het nend and colleague, Usha Pati

In 1995 Leah Pattison, who is from Frosterley in Weardale, went 1o India on a working holiday after graduating in Fine Ans, She
tanght English to girls undergoing treatment in a beper colony, She wis hormifiod sl the sulfering, duc 1o lack of medicines, fimancial
support and belp from their own people. Lesh returned home and sold all her personal belongings 1o raise funds to provide some
modacation, She then retumed to Nagpor where she and an Indian friend, Usha Patil, qualified as leprosy paramedics.  In spite of
contracting keproay herself (which ook almost a year of treatment before shie wias doclancd froe of the discase ) Lesh continues 10 work
amoag the kepen. "1 never plannad to dodacate my hife 10 thas” Leab sys, "bat | found | couldat walk swsy from thewe women.”

Leah Pattison has roccived matronal publicity asd in 2002 she was proscated with the prestigions Friak Award ot the Woman of
the Year Lunch and Assembly. In March of this year Leah was invited by Her Majesty the Queen to attend Lunch ¢ Buckingham
Palace - it was ihe Quoen’s salute to Women of High Achsevement

A Charity has been set up named START with the sim of providing a Centre with adequate medication and to recruit sdditional
workers 1o care for the paticsts. START offers hope to
those it reaches out 1o, Tts work inclodes the obvious

On Saturday, 2nd October a Concert is 10 be beld in madical assistance, coumclling and practical belp 10

The Gala Theatre, Durham, in aid of the START Charity. allow sufferens 1o escape from the poverty they find
thoowclves i It s concorned with oducating others

WITH A SONG IN MY HEART that leprosy cam be cured i it s caug eurly coough
with Marilyn Hill-Smith ( soprano) There is also a programme withia the charity’s budget
and Alison Hudson (mezzo-soprano) for the Onancing of a small number of reconstructive
sccompanied by Simon Kenworthy, BUREY Opratone.

Musical Director of the Spa Orchestra in Scarborough Leah and Usha alooc, look after the nceds of in "““‘l:
. : : - of 150 paticnts, only a fraction of the true number of
The music will be !I):h‘l Cl.J.\.\IC'.'lI with songs by w‘““l::"ﬁﬂ‘ o ;hc city of Nagpuor, where they are
Novello, Gershwin and others based. There arc enormonss strains on them and obvious

Tickets £10 are avanlable from the Gala Theatre Box Office Rimsits &5 10 whiat the two of them Can o to suppoct these
019l 332 4041 women who st ia dere conditions. The demands on

Any farther enguinies - picase contact Froda Ballson the chanty’s services are ever growiag. For as loag 3

01 188 604400, feprosy exists, together with the ignorance that surrouncds

this temble disease, there will always be a need for

The START charity”s trustees are all unpaid and include members
START

of Leabh's farmly - all financial comnbutions go durectly 1o supoont




